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Climate change models suggest the durum producti on region of Canada will experience greater extremes 
in weather.  Durum varieti es will be needed that can tolerate greater extremes of heat and drought, but 
also have high yield potenti al under favourable conditi ons.  Pressure from insects and disease is expected 
to intensify with climate change.  Therefore culti vars will need to have improved resistance to diseases 
such as Fusarium head blight.  New diseases and pests and strains of existi ng pathogens and pests fa-
voured by the changes in environment will need to be anti cipated with responsive breeding strategies.  
Adopti on of genomic selecti on and gene editi ng are among the tools that will improve selecti on effi  ciency 
and improve breeding response ti me.  


